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The present invention and Japanese Patent Laid Open 
Publication No. 11-298908 have common features that an exposure 
is carried out by a first exposure with a flashlight and a second 
exposure without the flashlight, and that the white balance in 
each exposure is optimized. However, in the present invention, 
images obtained in the first and the second exposures are not 
merely synthesized, but the shutter speed and the gain value 
in each exposure are optimized in order to obtain more optimized 
composite image. 
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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD FOR DIGITAL CAMERA 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image 
processing method for digital camera by which a proper 
image in focus and white balance is obtained for both an 
object and a background in a night scene synchronizing 
mode, in which an object with a background of a night 
scene is photographed with strobe. 
SOLUTION: This photographing consists of object 
exposures and background exposures. In the object 
exposure, adjusted object data : are obtained, consisting 
of proper image data as to an object and image data as 
to a background whose level is below a black level 
because no strobe light reaches the background. In the 
background exposure, adjusted object data are obtained, 
consisting of image data as to the object whose level is 
below a black level and proper image data as to the 
background (ST41). Then final image data are obtained 
by overlapping both (ST42). 
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